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TOPSECR ET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY DO 

FOR GEN WHEELER, ADM MCCAIN, 6EN ABRAMS AND VADM WIESNER , 
SUBJECT! MAJOR AIR STRIKES AGAINST NVN NE RAILROAD SYSTEM <TS). 
REFERENCE! MSG (TS ) RADM BA8DSHAR J-3 OCJS TDY MACV SIAfiON 
220321Z SEP $9 « 

1, REFERENCE REQUESTED A coordinated FLAN FOR THE CONDUCT OF AIR 
OPERATIONS DESIGN© TO EFFECTIVELY IMPEDE MOVEMENT OF TRAFFIC ON_ 
THE NE RAIL LOC AND HIGHWAY IA AND A By PASSES , 

2* THE FOLLOWING WESFMTS THE COORDINATED PLAN IN RESPONSE TO 
REQUEST. 

3. MISSION! 7AF AND CTF-77 HILL CONDUCT AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE 

northeast railroad and highway ia and a By pass system between 
HANOI And THE C8IC0W border, this pun hill not be executed UNTIL 

THE ENEMf AIR ORDER OF BATTLE $ AS BEEN STRUCK AND NEUTRALIZED. 
k • CONCEPT! 


A. GENERAL! A SERIES OF CONCENTRATED AIR STRIKES WILL BE 


EMPLOYED /GAINST THE NE RAILROAD A## If PASS SYSTEM. A THREE DAT 
PERIOD IS REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE An INITIAL DESIRED 7* !«RCENT PROB- 
ABILITY OF DESTRUCTION. THE STRIKE EFFORT WILL REQUIRE THE USE OF 

ALL CTF-77 AND THAILAND BASED USAF UNITS HAVING AN OPERATIONAL CAP- 
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ABILITY AGAINST THE TARGET SySTEM. 

B. TARGETS: RAIL FACILITIES, RA I1R0AD /HIGHWAY BRIDGES ALONG 

route j.a/4 bypasses, and non -dispersed rolling stock will be at- 
tacked to inflict the greatest possible damage and disruption to 

BE NVN NE rail NETWORK. ALL SORTIES WILL BE FRAGGED TO A SPECIFIC 

TARGET AND SUITABLE ALTERNATE. 

C. TIMING: EXECUTION OF THIS PLAN WILL BE SUBSEQUENT TO EXE- 
CUTION OF COUNTER AOB PLANS. THEREFORE, SPECIFIC PRIOR WARNING FOR 
PR E POSITIONING OF FORCES WILL NOT BE CRITICAL. 7AF WILL EXECUTE 
TWO STRIKE WAVES EACH DAY! ONE IN THE MORNING AND ONE IN THE AFTER- 
NOON* CTF-77 WILL EXECUTE THREE STRIKE WAVES EACH D Ay . SEPARA- 
TION OF FORCES WILL BE ACHIEVED BY USE OF TOT’S AND »T GEOGRAPH- 
ICAL TARGET SEPARATION. 

D. RECCE: FRE AND POST-PHOTOGRAPHy WILL BE SCHEDULED AS RE- 
QUIRED . 

E. weather: 

(1) MINIMUM: MINIMUKS WILL BE 12, 000 FOOT CEILINGS, ^M 
VISIBILITY, AND NO MORE THAN 3/I« CLOUD COVER BELOW 12,000 FEET. 

(2) EFFECTS: WEATHER CANCELATION AND/OR HOLDS WILL PRO- 
VIDE THE NVN An OPPORTUNITY TO RESUPPLY AAA STOCKS, DISPERSE HIS AOB 
AID LOGISITCS* THESE ACTIONS WILL INCREASE eOtflAT LOSSES AND DE- 
CREASE STRIKE EFFECTIVENESS. NOVEMBER THRU APRIL WEATHER PATTERNS 
INDICATE THAT THERE may B £ ONLY be THREE TO FOUR HOUR BLOCKS OF SUIT- 
ABLE STRIKE WEATHER EACH DAY* IN THIS TIME FRAME TWO WAVES OF AIR- 
CRAFT TOTALING 212 SORTIES <120 STRIKE AND *2 SUPPORT) COULD BE 
EXECUTED AS COMPARED TO THE FULL DAY EFFORT OF J»2 SORTIES <2&S 
STRIKE AND 244 SUPPORT). SINCE EACH WAVE CONTAINS THE M^XIWJW FORCE 
THAT CAN BE SUPPORTED, CANCELLATION OF EARLY WAVES AFFORDS NO ADD I- 



tional sortie or surge capability, intervening DAYS OF POOH WEATHER 

COMPOUNDS THE TARGETING PROBLEM AND WILL RESULT IN DECREASED CUMULA 
TIVE DESTRUCTION OF PLANNED TARGETS AND AN INCREASING PRICE FOR RE- 
SUMPTION OF ATTACKS DUE TO REPAIR AND RECONSTRUCTION Or FACILITIES 

and air defenses. 

(3) NIGHT/WEATHER OPERATIONS! A F F“4*S AND NAVY A-$»S 

can conduct commando nail harrassment operations against selected 


TARGETS. 


APPLY 


U) CHICOM BORDER WILL NOT BE OVERFLOWN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTAN CES , 

(2) AIR-TO-AIR COMBAT IS AUTHORIZED AGAINST ALL HOSTILE AIR- 
CRAFT IN NVN. CURRENT RULES ON HOSTILE AIRCRAFT ARE AS DEFINED IN 
7AF OP LAN S50-$R/ 512*70. 

(3) SAR OPERATIONS IN NVN ARE AUTHORIZED AS REQUIRED FOR 
RECOVERY OF AIRCREWS. 

(4) CONDUCT ATTACKS SO AS TO MINIMIZE ENDANGERING CIVILIAN 
POPULACE NOT DIRECTI1T INVOLVED IN SUPPORT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS, 

(5) ATTACKS WILL AVOID KNOWN COMPOUNDS (MINIMUM DISTANCE 
OF 500 METERS FOR VISUAL STRIKES, 3000 METERS FOR ALL WEATHER 

ST SIKES ) . 


C* ) THE 30/25 NM CHICOM BUFFER ZONE WILL APPLY EXCEPT THAT 
STRIKES AGAINST FIXED TARGETS AND LOG’S SPECIFICALLY TARGETED UP 

0 

TO 2 NM OF THE BORDER WILL BE AUTHORIZED * 


5. JOINT 7AF/CF-77 TARGET SUMMARY* 

A. GENERALI AF AND NAVAL FORCES^WILL STRIKE 17 TARGETS CONSIST- 

DC OF RAIL FACILITIES, RAILROAD /HIGHWAY BRIDGES, AND BYPASSES AS 

fragged, paragraphs b and c below contain the schedule of operation, 
specific operational da YS are indicated By D-l, D-2, And D-3. af 




OR NAVY TOT'S ARE INDICATED By AN A OR N PREFIX TO THE TOT. USED 
TOT'S REPRESENT ONE STRIKE FORCE ATTACK OF 20 STRIKE AIRCRAFT. TIMES 
BDICATED ARE H-HOUR PLUS, SEE PARAGRAPH 6 BELOW FOR SUMMARY OF AF/ 
NAVY STRIKE FORCES. DUE TO THE SHORT PERIOD OF STRIKE EFFORT, (THREE 
DAYS) AND THE REQUIREMENT OF 7 0PERCENT DESTRUCTION, PLANNED STRIKES 
ARE SUFFICIENT TO FREVINT RECONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR DURING THE SHORT 
Tlltf FRAME OF THIS PLAN. FOR CONTINUING CAMPAIGN, THE WEIGHT OF RE- 
STRIKE EFFORT WILL BE PREDICTATED ON [ [ASSESSMENT 

OF DAMAGE REPAIR. 


B. RAIL FACILITIES 
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2. GIA LAM CAR REPAIR 
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4. GIA THU RR IDP 
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5. LANG SON HR SIDING (SOUTH) 

N0t30 
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N 0(40 



N01 50 

G. LANG SON RR SIDING (NORTH ) N4l50 A0I20 

ABi 50 

7. LANG SON RR SIDING (NE ) N0J50 






8. BAC NINH RR SIDING A S|40 

9. LANG DONG RR YARD AND SHOP 
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10* TRUNG CLUAN RR SIDING 
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GIA RR YARD 


c. RAILROAD /HIGHWAY bridges 


1. DOUMER 



2. BAC GIANG 


; 1 
3. HANOI (CANAL BR ) 
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4. DAP CAU (B* PASS) 


Aetna 


i . 1 

5. DAP CAU A 0i 10 

r i 

6. LANG SON (HIGHWAY BR ) AStkQ 

f 1 

7. LANG SON (SEBY PASS) Agl(i0 

r i 

8* LANG SON (BRIDGE NUMBER 2) Afii40 

r j 

d« 7 at strike units will proceed from base to refueling tracks 
thence direct to PUNNED INGRESS points, after OHDAnAnCE DELIVERY 
units will proceed to planned egress points and thence to assigned 
plst strice anchors and return to base * pre/post strike refueling 
anchors are assigned as followsi 

(1 ) UDORN- RED ANCHOR 


(2 >- white anchor 

(3) TAKHLI- GREEN ANCHOR 

(4 ) korat- orange anchor 

6. 7AF/CTF-77 STRIKE FORCE SUMMARY 1 


A. FORCES 


7AF 

CTF'-TT 

32 IRON HAND 

72 IRON HAND 

32 CAP 

48 CAP 

24 FLAK SUPPRESSION 

3* FLAK SUPPRESSION 

120 STRIKE 

U« STRIKE 

208 TOTAL/DAT 

324 TOTAL/D Ay 

NOTE! 1. 7AF FORCES PRESENTLY 

COMMINTTED TO TASKS IN THIS PLAN WILL 


not be affected By KNOWN PROJECT 7 00 UNIT ACTIONS WITHIN THE NEXT SIX 
MONTHS* EFFECT OF 703 ON SUSTAINED OPERATIONS IN TERMS OF SUPPLY SUP- 
PORT, MUNITIONS, ETC, IS unknown. 

NOTE J 2. FOR MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IMPLEMENTING THIS PUN COM- 
SEVENTHFLT' SHOULD BE RELEASED FROM TF-71 RETIREMENTS IN ORDER THAT 
A 4TH CVA AND ADDITIONAL DESTROYERS CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE* 

NOTE J 3, IN -COUNTRY FORCES (USAF/MARInES ) HAVE NOT BEEN CONSIDERED 
FOR USE IN THIS PUN DUE TO LACK OF TANKER SUPPORT FOR OTHER THAN 
THAIUND BASED FORCES* ADDITIONAL TANKERS SHOULD BE MADE AVAIUBLE 
SO THAT IN-COUNTRy FORCES COULD BE USED TO SUPPORT THE PLAN JK32 ADD I 
TIONAL TANKERS WILL PROVIDE APPROXIMATELY 10« ADDITIONAL FIGHTER 
SORTIES PER DAy). THE AVAILABILITY OF IN-COUNTRf FORCES MAY BE 
AFFECTED By PROJECT 703 ACTIONS WITHIN THE NEXT SIX MONTHS . THE 
EXACT EFFECT CANNOT BE DETERMINED AT THE PRESENT TIME SINCE 703 PRO- 
GRAM ACTIONS ARE NOT YET POSITIVELY ESTABLISH K) • 

B* TARGET MUNITIONS! 

<1 ) RAILROADS, CAR REPAIR SHOPS, RAILLINESj M-117 AnD MK-S2’S. 

<2) railroad/highway bridges and Bypasses <high threat) k 

MK-8ft (2000 POUND ) PW-11 EO BOMBS* 

C3) railroad /highway bridges and bypasses (low threat)* 

MK-S4 (2000 POUND) Ptf-I LASER BOMIS. 

7. SUPPORT FORCES! 

A* ECMt NAVY AND AIR FORCE ECM SUPPORT AIRCRAFT WILL BE 
STATIONED OVER THE GULF OF TONKIN* ECM ORBITS SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED 
TO PROVIDE OPTIMUM SUPPORT ALONG INGRESS AND EGRESS ROUTED BASH) ON 
CURRENT AOB* MIG CAP AND EB-<« 0 KBITS WILL REMAIN CLEAR OF ALL SAM 
THREAT AREAS* FOUR F-*E«S WILL PROVIDE MIGCAP FOR EB-tf$ ORBITS IN 


NVN, -AND CTF-77 WILL PROVIDE FOUR BARCAP FIGHTERS FOR ECM PROTEC- 
TION IN THE FULF OF TONKIN. SPECIAL F-105F ECM AIRCRAFT (COMBAT 
MARTIN) WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO IRON HAND FLIGHTS AS AVAILABLE. 

B. SARt .C TP-7 7 AND 7AF WILL SUPPLT FORCES FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
SAR OPERATIONS IN THE GULF OF TONKIN. CTF-77 WILL COORDINATE ALL 
SAR OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA. THE FOLLWOInG FORCES WILL BE GIVEN 
ASSIGNED POSITIONS* 

(1) SAR SHIPS AS APPROPRIATE TO SUPFORT STRIKES. 

(2) HELOS IN THE VICINITY OF SAR SHIPS. 

(3) RESCAP IN THE VICINITY OF SAR SHIPS. 

(A) UNITS WILL BE ON STATION AT LS»tf AND NKP WILL 
MAINTAIN ORBITS AS CLOSE AS PASSIBLE TO STRIKE FORCE EGRESS ROUTES 
<B) SANDY A-i ESCORT AIRCRAFT WILL MAINTAIN SUFFICIENT 

• . S 

* 

GROUND ALERT AT NKP TO AUGMENT JOLL* GREEN HELICOPTERS. 

C. PIRAZ I THE PIRAZ SHIP (RED CROWN) WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE CONTROL OF ALL AIRCRAFT TRANSITING THE GULF OF TONKIN. ALL 
FLIGHTS WILL CHECK IN WITH RED CROWN WHEN PASSING 17 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES NORTH FROM THE SOUTH OR EGRESSING FROM THE NVN LAND MASS. 

i 

D. COLLEGE EYE| ALL FORCES STRIKING NVN FROM LAND ROUTES 
(ACROSS LAOS) WILL CHECK IN AND OUT WITH APPROPRIATE COLLEGE EyE 
AIRCRAFT* COLLEGE EYE is RESPBNSIBLE FOR THE control of all forces 
TRANSITING LAOS AND OPERATING WITHIN RP-V AND VI A* 

E. WARNINGS! PENETRATION WARNINGS WILL BE GIVEN BY PIRAZ, BIG 
LOOK, SSS (STRIKE SUPPORT SHIP), COLLEGE EYE, AND OTHER AGENCIES 
MONITORING TRACKS AND FLIGHT POSTIONING OF AIRCRAFT ENTERING THE 
CHICOM BUFFER ZONE. AIRCRAFT FRAGGED TO STRIKE WITHING THE BUFFER 
ZONE WILL SOUAWK APPROPRIATE IFF CODES, WARNING CODE WORDS WILL BE 

AS PUBLISHED . 

* 

g. EXECUTION! 7 AF WILL PROMULGATE THE INITIAL H-HOUR ((IF NOT 
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ESTABLISHED Bf HIGH HEAD GUAR TER S) UPON RECEIPT OF AUTHORITY TO 
EXECUTE THIS PLAN. 7AF WILL HAVE AUTHORITY TO COORDINATE ALL 
STRIKES TO PREVENT MUTUAL INTERFERENCE DURING THE EXECUTION FO THIS 
PLANS* THE PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED IN THE RTCC ACREEMENST FOR FLIGHT 
INTO THE OTHER SIR VICE’S AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE EFFECTIVE, 
H-HOURS WILL VARY FROM DAY TO DAY TO ADO ID STEREOTYPED SCHEDULING. 
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